




From the show
ELPHABA 
HANDS TOUCH, EYES MEET 
SUDDEN SILENCE, SUDDEN HEAT 
HEARTS LEAP IN A GIDDY WHIRL 
HE COULD BE THAT BOY 
BUT I’M NOT THAT GIRL 

GLINDA 
DON’T WISH, DON’T START 
WISHING ONLY WOUNDS THE HEART...   
(she struggles to push down her tears) 
THERE’S A GIRL I KNOW 
HE LOVES HER SO 
I’M NOT THAT GIRL ...

Discussion: (Beginners – Advanced) While popularity and social status are important for both 
boys and girls, behavioural scientists have observed that each gender has different ways of measuring status. In her 
article, The Cycle of Popularity: Interpersonal Relations Among Female Adolescents, Donna Elder writes that, “…males obtained 
status primarily through athletic achievement”. Patricia Adler, who conducted an eight year study of peer groups 
from third through to sixth graders, adds that boys strive for, “…a coolness, a toughness, a need to model macho 
masculinity to prove themselves”. By contrast, both found that girls gained status through activities that focus on 
others’ impressions of them rather than through their actual abilities.

• Discuss the differences between how boys and girls see their social relationships.

• In small groups, change the scenario to that of two boys being interested in the same girl.

• �Improvise the scene and identify where the scene is different, and similar, to that of the WICKED triangle.


