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From the show
GIRL IN CROWD 
Glinda, why does Wickedness happen? 

GLINDA 
That’s a good question.  One that many people find confusifying: Are people born Wicked? Or do they have Wickedness thrust 
upon them? After all, she had a childhood. She had a father… who just happened to be the Governor of Munchkinland… 

CROWD  
 NO ONE MOURNS THE WICKED 
 NOW AT LAST, SHE’S DEAD AND GONE 
 NOW AT LAST, THERE’S JOY THROUGHOUT THE LAND 
 AND GOODNESS KNOWS ... 

GLINDA 
GOODNESS KNOWS ... 

Discussion: (Beginners – Advanced) Glinda knows what the crowd does not know, or 
has been kept from knowing: that the Wicked Witch of West, far from being the personification of pure evil, 
was actually a real person with feelings and vulnerabilities. Just as Shylock, in Shakespeare’s play The Merchant 
of Venice is forced to defend his humanity as a Jew by declaring, “If you prick us, do we not bleed?” so Glinda 
makes a statement of Elphaba’s humanity: “…she had a childhood. She had a father…” as if such obvious things 
would need to be said. Yet insults designed to deny one’s humanity are not uncommon as demonstrated by the 
controversy relating to the Australian cricket team when one player was accused of calling another player a type 
of animal.

Activity: (Beginners – Advanced) What is the importance of such an insult: why all the fuss? 
Why is being called an animal or type of animal more offensive than another kind of insult?
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From the show
GALINDA 
(huffily) I really don’t see what the problem is - every other professor seems to be able to pronounce my name. 

ELPHABA 
(loudly) Maybe perfecting the pronunciation of your precious name is not the sole focus of Doctor Dillamond’s life.  Maybe he’s 
not like every other professor - maybe some of us are different! 

GALINDA 
Well -- it seems the artichoke is steamed! 
 (THE CLASS LAUGHS. ) 

DILLAMOND 
Class--! (They quiet) 
Miss Elphaba has a point. Doubtless you’ve noticed I am the sole Animal on the faculty-- the “token Goat,” as it were. But it 
wasn’t always this way.  Oh, dear Students -- (how to put this?) 
How I wish you could have known this place as it once was.  When one would walk these halls and hear an Antelope explicating 
a sonnet, a Snow Leopard solving an equation, a Wildebeest waxing philosophic.
(trying to reach them) 
Can you see, students, what’s being lost? How our dear Oz is becoming less and less, well … 
(looks right at Elphaba) … colourful.   
(taking in the rest of the class) Now.  What set this into motion? 
(Elphaba raises her hand but doesn’t wait to be called on--) 

ELPHABA 
From what I’ve read, it began with the Great Drought.      

DILLAMOND 
Precisely.  (points to it on the timeline)
Food grew scarce, and people grew hungrier and angrier. And the question became—whom can we blame? 
(another beat) Can anyone tell me what is meant by the term: “Scapegoat”?

Drama: (Intermediate – Advanced) In groups, create a short play where someone is made a 
“scapegoat”. Think about the prerequisites for “scapegoating”: there should be an inner clique of people; there 
should be an outsider(s); the outsider(s) should be easily identifiable; there should be some kind of pressure put on 
the group; a crime is committed or something particularly troubling occurs; there is a search for the culprit(s).

Propaganda, Power, Oppression and  
Critical Thinking cont...


